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Buildings Left
Torquay House falls within the
Borough of Westminster’s Westbourne
Green neighbourhood improvement
masterplan. The ground-floor frontage,
modelling and elevational colour are
intended to enliven the streetscape.
Green roofs and accessible roof terraces
provide amenity space on the tight site.

Below
Section, staircase and view from
Westway. The design of the hostel
building helps promote communality
by placing social spaces and shared
facilities, such as the laundry and study
areas, in circulation ‘hotspots’ near lifts
and stairs. 

It is the conjunction of railways, canals and
motorways that defines the fragmented area
of west London around LHA Torquay House,
a 13-storey hostel designed by MJP. Trains
reach their terminus at Paddington, the
Grand Union canal weaves its lazy path
through through the city, and the elevated
Westway looks towards the sunset – as its
name implies, it is all about escape from
London rather than arrival. 

Transportation moulded the modern city
and continues to do so. It not only creates
places but it carves and severs communities,
leaving tracts of land that become secondary
and therefore less valuable. These leftover
spaces have consequentially been adopted
by offbeat and alternative users, but today
the commercial value of any land in or near
the metropolis is on an upward trajectory,
and these places are catching the attention
of developers and housing providers. 

Founded in 1940 to help those left homeless
after the Blitz, LHA London is a charity that
today provides short-term accommodation
for students and others starting out in this
overpriced and increasingly alienating city.
Marginal sites are clearly of interest. 

Torquay Street is not much of a street –
like most of the surrounding area it was
redeveloped after the second world war and
has a quality reminiscent of places depicted
in JG Ballard’s books ‘High Rise’ and
‘Concrete Island’. For MJP the challenge was
to create a building that provides homes for
over 150 people on an island site that offers
few contextual clues. Its response was to
build a tallish structure that has a clear and
individual identity, an architecture that
explores formal urbanism and vertical place-
making. The architects have approached the
task in a studied, serious and inventive way.
The result is a building that enriches the
locale and more importantly provides
quality living space. In fact MJP has
managed to up the game for this building
type, where lesser architects may have
adopted a lazily formulaic approach. 
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Welcome to our newsletter. 
In this issue we focus on projects completing, under construction and starting.

LHA Torquay House; featured in 
Architecture Today

Torquay House in Paddington is now 
complete and is featured in a building review 
by Mike Stiff in the Architecture Today 
magazine.  He says,

‘MJP has managed to up the game for this 
building type, where lesser architects may 
have adopted a lazily formulaic approach.’

The 13 storey building provides 
accommodation for students and young 
working people. It is on a difficult but 
spectacular site next to the elevated 
“Westway”, with magnificent views over 
London. The design mitigates hostile 
environmental conditions, including loud 
road noise and air pollution, to achieve a 
BREEAM ‘Excellent’ sustainability rating. 

The LHA London charity is a leading provider 
of affordable accommodation in the heart of 
London.

Click here to read the full article

Third Jersey International Finance 
Centre Offices Approved

The latest building for the Jersey 
International Finance Centre at the 
Esplanade Quarter has been approved 
by the States Planning Applications 
Committee. The offices are designed by 
MJP Architects in collaboration with their 
Island partner Godel Architects.

It is the third of six office buildings designed 
for the new JIFC financial district, including 
another MJP designed building granted 
planning permission in 2012, now due to 
start on site.

Senator Ian Gorst, Chief Minister of the 
Government of Jersey, says that the JIFC 
financial district is “a key move in attracting 
businesses to the island”. 
 

London Festival of Architecture

MJP Architects hosted an informal and lively 
evening of Pecha Kucha discussion for the 
London Festival of Architecture, attended by 
about 100 :

New Ways that Students Work; The Impact 
on the Campus and City

There has been a significant change over 
recent years in the way that teaching and 
learning takes place in universities and in the 
way that students work. Factors contributing 
to this include new technologies, increased 
student numbers and changing student 
expectations arising from increased student 
fees.

Construction Starts at Roehampton 
University; article on Building Design 
website

The Building Design website, bdonline, 
reports on the £80m project which has just 
started on site;

‘The idea is to refocus the campus’s centre 
of gravity on to Roehampton Lane and 
to improve the quality of facilities for the 
growing university, which is beside the Alton 
Estate in south-west London.’

The MJP designed scheme will provide 
accommodation for nearly 400 students 
along with a conference suite in the heart of 
the University’s Digby Stuart College. 

Michael Ritchie joins MJP board of 
directors

MJP are delighted to announce that Michael 
Ritchie has joined the Board of Directors of 
MJP Architects.  

Michael joined MJP in 2008 and recent 
projects include Harrow College, LHA 
London, Berry Bros & Rudd and the 
University of Roehampton.

LHA Torquay House; page reproduced  from ‘Architecture Today’

Third Jersey International Finance Centre Offices

London Festival of Architecture event by MJP Architects

Michael Ritchie

University of Roehampton

06.  Exhibition

Royal Academy Summer Exhibition

A model and images of the Garden 
Quadrangle in Oxford are featured in this 
year’s RA summer exhibition, in memory of 
our founder, Richard MacCormac, who died 
last year.

St Johns College, Oxford (Photo: Peter Durant)
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