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Bulletins

Seamless pipe 
with premium 
connections
“TMK, a producer of tubular 
products for the oil and gas in-
dustry,” started production of 
casing made of super-chrome 
steel. The pipes, manufactured 
for Gazprom, are threaded  
with TMK GF premium  
connections. 
Pipes made from 13-Chrome 
steel have unique mechani-
cal characteristics that allow 
them to be used in a variety 
of aggressive environments in 
the most difficult oil and gas 
fields, also as substitutes for 
more expensive pipes made 
from stainless steel.
TMK’s super-chrome casing 
has been shipped to Gasprom 
and has got positive assess-
ment from the gas monopoly.

Aker Solutions 
signs deal
Aker Solutions has been  
awarded a contract by Enerserv 
W.L.L to deliver 600 sets of 
surface wellheads and trees 
to the Awali Oilfield in Bah-
rain. This win marks the first 
surface wellhead contract won 
by Aker Solutions in Bahrain, 
a successful inroad into this 
important Middle East mar-
ket. The total contract value is 
USD 17 million. The first deliv-
ery will be a total of 45 sets of 
surface wellheads and trees 
that will be delivered in June 
this year. Dave Hutchinson, 
president with Aker Solutions 
in Asia Pacific says, “In 2009 
Aker Solutions’ surface busi-
ness made a commitment to 
enter Middle East and North 
Africa. I am pleased that our 
strategy is bearing fruit now 
that we have successfully pen-
etrated the market in Bahrain. 
We look forward to working 
with Enerserv.”

Stainless Steel World
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On Sunday night March 26 
two North Sea platforms 
160 miles off the Aberdeen 
coast, Scotland, were evacu-
ated after a gas leak was 
brought to light. Immedi-
ately a two-mile exclusion 
zone was placed around the 
Elgin PUQ platform, which 
was affected by the leak. 
Fire-fighting ships were put 
on standby at the edge of the 
exclusion zone in case of an 
explosion from the gas cloud 
which settled above the area. 
According to marine experts 
and oil industry unions there 
is a viable danger of the gas 

Source of gas leak believed to  
have been located

cloud being ignited by a flare 
still burning on the platform 
if the wind changes. Total, 
owner of the Elgin platform, 
brought production to a com-
plete stop at the platform 
which would normally pro-
duce 5.5 million cubic meters 
of gas per day, and 67,000 
barrels of gas condensate.

Jake Molloy, regional 
organizer of the RMT union, 
which represents offshore 
workers, told BBC Scotland 
he understood it was a serious 
well problem on the Rowan 
Viking, which is working over 
the Elgin installation. He said: 

Australia to become world’s largest gas exporter by 2030? 
Delegates at the 2012 Aus-
tralasian Oil and Gas Confer-
ence forecast huge growth in 
Australia’s role in the energy 
markets, tipping the country 
to become the largest gas 
exporter by 2030, according 
to a poll conducted by GL 
Noble Denton. 

Oil and gas industry pro-
fessionals are clearly confi-
dent in Australia’s ability to 

Richard Palmer, GL Noble Denton’s 
country manager for Australia.

become the world’s largest 
gas exporter according to a 
poll conducted at the Aus-
tralasian Oil and Gas Confer-
ence and Exhibition (AOG) 
in Perth. 84% of participants 
said that Australia would 
grow to become the premium 
exporter of gas by 2030, while 
16% thought that it would not.

“All suggestions are that they 
have got a kick, which means 
essentially they are almost in 
a blowout situation. I think 
everyone will be familiar with 
what can happen in a blowout 
when we reflect on Deepwater 
Horizon, almost two years ago 
now.”

Deepwater Horizon, in 
the Gulf of Mexico, went 
down in April 2010 after an 
explosion on the rig caused 
by a blowout, killing 11 
crewmen and igniting a fire-
ball visible from 56 km away. 
It caused the largest offshore 
oil spill in US history.

The Industry Snap-
shot Poll was conducted by 
global independent technical 
advisor GL Noble Denton on 
the first day of AOG, which 
attracts more than 11,000 
industry professionals from 
across the world. 

Richard Palmer, GL 
Noble Denton’s country man-
ager for Australia, said: “The 
result of this research reflects 
the rapid rise to prominence 
of Australia’s oil and gas 
industry and the optimism of 
its professional community as 
the country strives to become 
a world-leading oil and gas 
hub over the next 20 years. 
Favorable economic condi-
tions and high levels of con-
fidence in Australia’s energy 
future will fuel further capital 
expenditure within the indus-
try, propelling the develop-
ment of new LNG projects at 
an unprecedented rate.”

Australia currently 
stands as the world’s fourth 

Purchasing Manager Index, CR Sheet Ex-stock Price 304, 3-Month Nickel Price, Price Forecast for Cr Sheet 304  
More market information p. 12 & 13

According to reports 
the leak was traced to a gas 
pocket in a rock formation  
4 km below the seabed but  
1 km above the gas reservoir 
being tapped by the Elgin 
platform. Total said in a press 
statement that the flare was 
burning off evaporating liq-
uids still in the platform’s  
system. “As these liquids 
evaporate the flow of hydro-
carbons to the flare will 
exhaust itself and should burn 
out.” The company disputed 
allegations that the gas was 
leaking from the seabed and 
that it was toxic. It said the gas 
was escaping from the deck 
level of the platform, about 
25 meters above sea level, and 
was natural gas. “This means 
that now we know the source 
of the leak, we know the prob-
lem,” a company spokesman 
was reported to have said. 
“We can look at solving that 
problem as quickly as possi-
ble. All our focus is on fixing 
it as soon as we can.”

On the company’s Face-
book page for the Elgin 
emergency, Jacques-Emman-
uel Saulnier, Total’s head of 
communication, said: “The 
wind is pushing the gas cloud 
in the opposite direction. At 
this time, the circumstances 
are rather favourable.” He 
also added: “A gas cloud is 
always a fire hazard.” 

continued on page 3

largest exporter of lique-
fied natural gas (LNG) after 
Qatar, Indonesia and Malay-
sia. The country is the tenth 
largest exporter of natural gas 
overall, with the market dom-
inated by Russian export. 

Australia’s rapid growth 
in gas production has led to a 
strong increase in demand for 
GL Noble Denton’s technical 
advisory services over recent 
years. Last year, the company 
announced a landmark deal 

with leading Australian coal 
seam gas explorer and pro-
ducer QGC, to supply inspec-
tion services for the installa-
tion of the 540 kilometer 
underground line between 
natural gas fields in the Surat 
Basin and a natural gas lique-
faction plant on Curtis Island 
on Queensland’s coast. The 
venture is expected to further 
boost the country’s reputa-
tion as a leading producer 
and exporter of natural gas. 

In the Spotlight: 
Lasers for tube 
p r o c e s s i n g , 
bending ma-
chines, saws 
and welding 
robots: Sta-
latube greatly 
expanded its service capacity 
last year.

+  read more on p. 2  
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Architecture, Building & Construction

AND SERVICE IS WHAT 
WE OFFER  
Cut-to-length service – reduces scrap-, transport, 
machinery- and labour-costs.  
 
Technical advice – problem solving and  
technical advice. 

Laser cutting - ready to assemble components.

USE OUR STRENGTH

STAINLESS STEEL IS OUR STRENGTH

Ask about our new Tailor-made 
Tubes up to 1000x1000x10 mm. www.stalatube.com

20x20x1.2 - 300x300x12 mm

30x20x1.2 - 400x200x12 mm

40 - 80x10 and 100 - 120x20 mm

DIMENSIONS

The newly completed stain-
less steel Steambridge is a 
key component of a forward-
looking major program to 
refurbish and extend the 
University of Birmingham’s 
combined heat and power 
(CHP) network. The site of 
the new bridge is at the West 
Gate of the University and 
marks the entrance to the Edg-
baston Campus. MacCormac 
Jamieson Prichard (MJP) 
Architects designed the 
curved 2k finished, laser cut, 
Grade 316 stainless clad-
ding for a very long service 
life with zero cleaning and 
maintenance.

Talking about the bridge 
Liz Pride, MJP’s Director 
of Education and the Uni-
versity’s Development Plan 
Architect says: “It’s in a very 
prominent location at the 
main West Gate entrance to 
the University’s campus and 
right opposite the Univer-
sity Station. It’s also quite a 
feature seen from the canal 
below. The elegant design 
of the cladding makes an 
inherently utilitarian feature 

interesting and attractive: it 
positively highlights the Uni-
versity’s real commitment to 
CHP and carbon reduction.”

Steam is green
The University has an in-
house combined heat and 
power (CHP) station, and a 
remote site at the Medical 
School on the opposite side of 
the Worcester & Birmingham 
Canal and the busy railway 
lines. The Steambridge links 
these two parts of the campus. 
David Drew M&E Manager at 
the University of Birmingham 
believes that, “the success of 
the bridge is that it reduces our 

carbon footprint by in excess of 
1,500 tons of carbon per year 
and gives us a vastly improved 
security of supply”. Accord-
ing to Kevin George CPW 
Building Services the bridge 
is, “an impressive structure 
and the reaction that people 
have had has been amazing. 
People arriving at the Univer-
sity get off the train and they 
stop, look over and say ‘wow 
what’s that?’ – To get people to 
go ‘wow’ for a services project 
is a really great thing”.

The campus wide CHP 
network is a very sustain-
able method of providing for 
the future power needs of the 

Steam on at the University of Birmingham

University as local power gen-
eration, is significantly more 
efficient than the national 
grid and therefore reduces the 
University’s carbon dioxide  
outputs campus wide.

Glamour brought  
to infrastructure
The Steam Pipe Bridge 
is designed as an elegant,  
sinuous sculptural form, 
‘flowing’ across the canal 
and railway lines. The curved 
silver cladding reflects 
the colors of the trees and 
water, whilst the rippling 
slots enliven its surface. 
Birmingham and the West 
Midlands are UK centers of 
industry and the bridge uses 
aeronautical, transport, and 
engineering imagery in its 
design, to reflect its location 
at the University of Birming-
ham and to illustrate its pur-
pose. Reza Schuster Director  
MJP Architects explains: 
“It’s not just a pipe, it has the 
flattened ends and curved 
profile of the trains that run 
underneath it and the front 
of the bridge has the shape of 
an intake of an airliner tur-
bofan nacelle. I like to think 
that the sinuous curves in the 
metallic surface describe the 
flow of steam from one side 
of the bridge to the other”.

Off-site construction
The 60 meter long superstruc-
ture was pre-clad off-site, 
transported by road in two 
spans, and installed with mili-
tary precision during a five 
hour overnight line closure. 
The cladding panels were 
fabricated in the Netherlands 
by Sorba Projects and their 
detail design was the result of 
a close and creative collabora-
tion between MJP Architects, 
the University, and the spe-
cialist subcontractor.

The cladding on the bridge 
has a dual function: To provide 
a protected internal working 
environment and safe access 
for maintenance staff, and to 
shield the steam pipes and sup-
port structure from view. 

2k Vertical finish
The 2K Grade 316 Satin Fin-
ished Stainless Steel was 
selected because it has a long 
service and design life, requir-
ing minimal maintenance and 

cleaning. The railway presents 
a challenge in terms of atmo-
spheric pollution, including 
micro granular and aggressive 
ferrous brake dust and diesel 
exhaust. Grade 316 stainless 
steel has good anti-corrosion 
and anti-staining properties, 
is self-finished and relatively 
inert. The 2K vertical satin 
finish was chosen because it 
brings out the natural color and 
reflectance of the steel, does 
not entrain dirt and reduces the 
risk of glare to train crew.

West Gate with the Hospital in the background. 
© Simon Kennedy

Central column between the Worcester and Birmingham 
Canal and railway. © Simon Kennedy

View from canal towpath with a canal narrowboat.
 © Simon Kennedy

The end of the Steambridge is like a 
Turbofan Intake. © Simon Kennedy

Steambridge reflected in the canal. 
© Simon Kennedy

Pattern of sinuous curves. © Simon Kennedy

Laser Cut Curved Stainless Panels. © Simon Kennedy View from towpath with train running past. © Simon Kennedy

The Steambridge marks the Entrance to the Campus.
© Simon Kennedy


