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New hostel for LHA London
Permission has been granted for a hostel 
for LHA London, in Harrow Road near 
Paddington. The design promotes 
community life by placing social spaces and 
shared facilities (laundry, study area, etc) in 
the circulation ‘hotspots’, near lifts and stairs, 
etc. They are designed to animate both the 
life of the building and its architecture. The 
building will have magnificent views over 
London but has to mitigate the effects of 
high road noise levels and air pollution next 
to the M40 motorway. Off-site fabrication 
is being used to speed up construction on a 
constrained urban site.

Housing at Elsley Road, Clapham, for 
Crest Nicholson
This is a residential scheme we have 
designed for the newly established Crest 
Nicholson London office. The scheme is 
in a conservation area and adjacent to a 
listed terrace, and provides a mixture of 
houses, flats and duplexes. Permission 
was granted in March.

Urban house, prototype project, for 
Berkeley Homes
Working with Berkeley Homes, MJP have 
won planning permission for a prototype 
housing project. Its an innovative new 
urban housing typology which can 
achieve high density development on city 
sites while providing spacious houses with 
amenity spaces. 

New headquarters for the Guangzhou 
Daily News, China
MJP are part of an international shortlist 
of architects for this project. It is on the 
Pearl River and will provide new editorial 
offices for the newspaper together with 
a museum, conference centre, serviced 
apartments and lettable offices.
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Welcome to our newsletter. In this issue we focus on projects which have recently 
won planning permission, competition work in China, and recent awards.

Birmingham University masterplan
MJP have worked with the University since 
2005 to develop the  Campus Masterplan 
which has now been submitted with a 
complex Hybrid Planning Application for 
21 projects, to transform the appearance 
and character of the campus.  The 
Masterplan provides a robust but 
flexible structure for long term phased 
development, to enable the University to 
achieve their objective of competing at 
the top end of the global Higher Education 
market.

BBC Broadcasting House
The first news broadcast from the new 
extension to Broadcasting House in 
London, designed by MJP, took place 
on 11 March. The development brings 
together all the BBC’s news and radio 
broadcasting in one building. Phase 1 was 
completed in 2006. 

Berry Brothers, Pall Mall, start of 
construction
Enabling works have commenced at 62 
& 63 Pall Mall – a project for Berry Bros. & 
Rudd creating 7 storeys of office space, 
and extending their wine tasting hospitality 
facilities in a newly created vaulted 
basement. The office space is accessed 
via a Grade II* Norman Shaw Building 
and the atrium will reveal the hidden rear 
elevations to two Georgian town houses. 
MJP have worked in collaboration with 
Short Associates.

Government adviser on employee 
ownership
As part of the new Government drive 
to introduce the concept of employee 
ownership into the mainstream British 
economy, MJP trustee Graeme Nuttall 
has recently been appointed as the 
Government’s independent adviser on 
employee ownership.
MJP Architects have been owned by an 
Employee Benefit Trust since October 
2007. Graeme advised the practice and is 
now an MJP Trustee.
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Civic Trust Awards 
The Civic Trust dinner was held on 2 
March, and we were very pleased that the 
Kendrew Quadrangle at St John’s College, 
Oxford, won an award and the Maggie’s 
Centre in Cheltenham a commendation, 
both designed by MJP.

David Steel Sustainable Buildings 
Award
The Kendrew Quadrangle has also won 
this sustainability award. It achieved 
a NRIA (Natural Resource Impact 
Assessment) rating of 11 out of a possible 
maximum of 12, which is the highest ever 
rating achieved to date.

RIBA award for Warwick University 
nursery and cafe pavilion
MJP’s University of Warwick nursery and 
café pavilion has received an award from 
the Royal Institute of British Architects 
as part of it’s Small Budget Big Impact 
project. The design of the building was 
commended for its “flexible internal 
arrangement”, which allows the nursery to 
expand into the café space when needed.

 
MJP Monograph - Building Ideas
Available in all good bookshops! 
ISBN 9780953284863 
£35

The MJP Monograph, ‘Building Ideas’ is 
a record of the practice’s work since its 
inception in 1972 and includes contributions 
from Ricky Burdett, Richard Cork, Peter 
Davey, Frank Duffy, Robert Harbison, 
Bryan Lawson, Richard Murphy, Margaret 
Richardson, Richard Sennett and Colin 
Stansfield Smith. The book is edited by Ian 
Latham, with texts by Nico Jackson and 
published by Right Angle.
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