
05.  Events

MJP received two RIBA Awards for 
recently completed buildings, described 
below;

Maggie’s Centre, Cheltenham
 Situated within the grounds of 
Cheltenham hospital, the new centre 
provides a free drop-in service for cancer 
sufferers and their families, offering 
emotional and psychological support and 
information. 
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Kendrew Quadrangle, St John’s 
College, Oxford
 With a huge and beautiful beech tree 
at its centre, the new quadrangle contains 
student rooms on the upper levels 
together with shared facilities at ground 
floor level to create a vibrant and sociable 
living environment. There is a cafe 
providing a social focus, library, teaching 
facilities, as well as a large events room 
and gym. The building is composed of 
durable, self finished, low maintenance 
materials; hardwood joinery, stone, high 
quality reconstituted stone and glass. It 
has been very popular with the students.
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Steam pipe bridge at Birmingham 
University
 The recently completed bridge which 
MJP have designed for the University 
carries steam mains and other services 
over a busy railway and canal. It is a 
key component of the University’s 
sustainable energy strategy involving the 
refurbishment and extension of their CHP 
network. 
 The onerous constraints of building 
over a railway necessitated 100% 
off-site fabrication, and installation had 
to be planned with military precision. 
The images show the 60 metre long 
superstructure being pre-clad in the 
factory by Sorba Projects BV, ready to 
be transported to site in two spans, and 
installed during an overnight line closure. 
We designed a cladding system for a very 
long service life with zero cleaning and 
maintenance. 

LHA London
 We are pleased to be working again 
with LHA London to design a new hostel 
in west London. The design team is 
developing sustainable solutions on 
an environmentally challenging site, 
and we are looking to maximise off-site 
fabrication potential. Previously for the 
LHA, we designed the highly popular 
Friendship House in Southwark, shown in 
the photograph.
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Berry Brothers, Pall Mall
 Due to start on site early next year, the 
project extends Berry Brothers corporate 
hospitality suite in a clay tile fan-vaulted 
basement with seven floors of new office 
accommodation above, behind existing 
and rebuilt facades. The site is located 
near Clarence House and is surrounded 
by listed buildings. MJP are doing this 
project in collaboration with Alan Short.

Warwick University library and 
modern records centre
 We have developed a special interest 
in re-inventing and sustaining the life 
of 1960’s and 70’s buildings which 
were often inflexible in their design 
and inefficient in their energy use. The 
latest phase of the refurbishment of the 
1960’s University library, along with the 
installation of a ‘Modern Records Centre’ 
on the ground floor, have just reached 
completion. 
 The previous phase was designed 
to pioneer new styles of library use 
including informal group working and 
technology based independent learning. 
By contrast the latest phase provides 
a more traditional library arrangement 
to give students a wide choice of study 
environments. The innovative ‘teaching 
grid’ provides space for academics 
to explore and use new learning 
technologies.
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Balliol College, Oxford
 Over recent years we have worked 
with Balliol College to explore different 
development options to help the 
College achieve its ambitions for the 
coming decades. This has culminated 
in a proposal which includes a highly 
adaptable auditorium with a passive 
ventilation system in a building type 
normally associated with costly air 
conditioning. Other accommodation is 
included which will enable the College 
to host a wide range of activities, while 
minimising their carbon footprint.

Urban House
 Working with Berkeley Homes, MJP 
have designed an innovative new urban 
housing typology which can achieve high 
density development on city sites while 
providing spacious houses with amenity 
spaces. The design of the prototype 
project is currently being developed.

Cultural Centre, Yangzhou, China
 Recent International competitions we 
have entered in China include the new 
cultural centre in Yangzhou, shown in the 
picture, which made it to the final round 
against one other.

MJP Monograph - Building Ideas
Available in all good bookshops!
ISBN 9780953284863
£35

The MJP Monograph, ‘Building Ideas’ 
is a record of the practice’s work since 
its inception in 1972 and includes 
contributions from Ricky Burdett, Richard 
Cork, Peter Davey, Frank Duffy, Robert 
Harbison, Bryan Lawson, Richard 
Murphy, Margaret Richardson, Richard 
Sennet and Colin Stansfield Smith.
The book is edited by Ian Latham, with 
texts by Nico Jackson and published by 
Right Angle.

Open House
Friendship House in Belvedere Place, 
Southwark will be open to visit during this 
year’s Open House London on Saturday 
17 September, 2011 between 9.30am-
4.30pm.

Events
Kendrew Quadrangle for St John’s 
College is currently on display at the 
Dedalo Minosse Exhibition in Vicenza 
until September 18, 2011.  Open from 
Wednesday to Sunday, 10.00am - 
6.00pm.
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